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MEMORANDUM FOR Stuttgart Veterinary Treatment Facility Clients  
 
SUBJECT:  Guidelines for the Import of Pets into Germany 
 
1. REFERENCE:   

a. REGULATION (EC) No 998/2003 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF 
THE COUNCIL of 26 May 2003 on the animal health requirements applicable to the non-
commercial movement of pet animals and amending Council Directive 92/65/EEC from website: 
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/liveanimals/pets/annex2c_reg998_03_en.pdf  

b. 2004/824/EC: Commission Decision of 1 December 2004 establishing a model health 
certificate for non-commercial movements of dogs, cats and ferrets from third countries into the 
Community (notified under document number C(2004) 4421)Text with EEA relevance: at 
website: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32004D0824:EN:HTML  

c. THIRD COUNTRIES LISTED IN ANNEX II PART C, of Regulation(EC) No 998/2003 
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/liveanimals/pets/list_third_en.htm  

d. German Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture, and Consumer Protection Website, 
Traveling with your Pet:  http://www.bmelv.de/cln_044/nn_757140/EN/08-
AnimalWelfare/PetTravel/__PetTravel__node.html__nnn=true  

e. Germany Consulate Website: Dangerous Dog Breed Legislation: 
http://www.germany.info/relaunch/info/consular_services/customs/dogs.html 

2. Requirements for importation of dogs, cats and ferrets for non-commercial (pets) movement.  

a. Identification:  Dogs, Cats and Ferrets must be identified with a:  

(1) Either a clearly readable tattoo (until 2009); or 

(2) An electronic identification system (microchip) that is ISO compatible. 

(a) If the microchip implanted in your pet is non-ISO compatible your options are to have 
a scanner with you during travel that can read the microchip or have a second ISO compatible 
microchip implanted.  If a second microchip is implanted ensure that both numbers are recorded 
on all certificates, and that your contact information is updated for each microchip whenever you 
change addresses.   



AETV-MB-WA-LC         20 May 2008 
SUBJECT:  Germany Import Requirements 
 

2 

(b) Microchips commonly used in the United States that are ISO compatible include 
certain types of AVID microchips and Home Again.  Avid microchip numbers that end in a letter 
verus a number are ISO compatible.  Ask your veterinarian what type of microchip is in your pet. 

b. Valid Anti-Rabies Vaccination  

(1) Anti-Rabies vaccination must be done at least 30 days prior to entry and no greater 
than the time period recommended by the manufacturer.  The vaccination must be verified on a 
passport or Health Certificate issued by a veterinarian authorized by the competent authority 
certifying valid antirabies vaccination, or revaccination if applicable, in accordance with the 
recommendations of the manufacturing laboratory, carried out on the animal in question with an 
inactivated vaccine of at least one antigenic unit per dose (WHO standard).  

(2) Since young dogs and cats (under 12 weeks) cannot be vaccinated it is not advisable 
to import them into Germany.  If young pets (dogs and cats only) under 12 weeks must be 
imported than prior authorization from the supreme veterinary authorities of Germany must be 
obtained prior to shipment.  Contact the German Consulate at (213) 930-2703 or at their website 
http://www.germany.info/relaunch/info/consular_services/customs.html  for information and 
assistance on obtaining this approval.   

c. Health Certificate: The bilingual model health certificate (Enclosure 1) must be filled 
out by an authorized veterinarian and be accompanied by supporting documents such as the 
vaccination certificate showing vaccination details.  Only parts I, II, III, and IV of the health 
certificate must be completed for entry into Germany.  The certificate is valid for 4 months after 
signature by the official veterinarian or endorsement by the competent authority, or until expiry 
of the vaccination listed on the certificate.  If the bilingual health certificate is completed more 
than ten days from travel a second health certificate such as the Form DD 2209 (Enclosure 2) or 
equivalent should be completed within ten days of travel to meet the airline requirements 
verifying the pet is free from communicable diseases. 

(1) Military veterinarians are designated by the competent authority (USDA) as “official 
veterinarians” in the enclosures (Enclosure 3: Memorandum from USDA National Center for 
Import and Export and Enclosure 4: DODVSA memorandum dated 1 September 2005), and 
therefore endorsement is not required when signed by a military veterinarian.  

(2) If the health certificate is signed by a CIVILIAN veterinarian then it must be 
endorsed and stamped by a USDA veterinarian at one of the area USDA offices.  Refer to the 
USDA website at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/area_offices/  for the location of the 
USDA office nearest you.  A fee is charged by the USDA for this endorsement. 

d. FAVN (Rabies Antibody Titer) is NOT required for entry into Germany from the 
United States.  The FAVN is not required because the US is listed as a third country that 
adequately controls and monitors rabies disease and rabies vaccine production.  The third 
countries that meet these criteria are listed on this  
website: http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/liveanimals/pets/list_third_en.htm . The FAVN test is 
only required when transporting your pet from the US into Ireland, Sweden, or the United 





Summarized Import Checklist from United States to Germany: 
 

o Rabies Vaccination Certificate attesting valid and current anti-rabies vaccination. 
o Date of vaccination more than 30 days from import date; 
o and within time period specified by rabies vaccine manufacturer (usually  

1 or 3 years). 
 

o Bilingual model health certificate Parts I, II, III, and IV completed.  
o Signed  by authorized veterinarian (military or USDA).   
o If signed by military vet accompanied by USDA and DODVSA letters. 
o Completed within 4 months of import.   

 
o Generic health certificate (such as DD2209)  

o Completed within 10 days of travel 
o Attests examination by a licensed veterinarian and stating that the animal 

is free of communicable disease.   
o This is usually a requirement of most airlines (check with the airline you 

are traveling). 
 

o Implanted with ISO compatible microchip. 
 

o Breed not on the dangerous dog ordnance list banned from import into Germany. 
 

o FAVN test (only required if importing into Germany from countries not listed in: 
(THIRD COUNTRIES LISTED IN ANNEX II PART C, of Regulation(European 
Community) No 998/2003).  United States is listed as a third country therefore the 
FAVN is not required. 



ANHANG

Muster der Gesundheitsbescheinigung für nicht gewerbliche Verbringungen von Heimtieren der Haustierarten Hund, Katze
und Frettchen aus Drittländern gemäß Artikel 8 Absatz 4 der Verordnung (EG) Nr. 998/2003

DE3.12.2004 Amtsblatt der Europäischen Union L 358/15



DEL 358/16 Amtsblatt der Europäischen Union 3.12.2004



DE3.12.2004 Amtsblatt der Europäischen Union L 358/17



VETERINARY HEALTH CERTIFICATE 
(THIS FORM IS SUBJECT TO THE PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 - See Reverse) 

TYPE OR PRINT NAME OF OWNER (Last, First, MI) 

COMPLETE ADDRESS (Include Zip Code) SPECIES 

DOG 

CAT 

SEX 

MALE 

FEMALE 

AGE 

3 MO. TO 12 MO. 

12 MO. OR OLDER 

SIZE 

UNDER 20 LBS. 

20 - 50 LBS. 

OVER 50 LBS. 

PREDOMINANT BREED COLOR(S) 

NAME OF ANIMAL 
TAG NUMBER 

PRODUCER (First 3 letters) RABIES IMMUNIZATION DATA MODIFIED KILLED 

1 YR. LIC./VACC. 
3 YR. LIC./VACC. 

OTHER 

CEO 
TCO 

CLO 

MURINE 

CAPRINE 

This is to certify that the above described animal has been examined by me on the date below and was found free of any 
communicable disease. To the best of my knowledge this animal has not been exposed to rabies and did not originate 
from a rabies quarantine area. 

NAME, GRADE AND ORGANIZATION OF VETERINARIAN SIGNATURE DATE 

DD Form 2209, AUG 79 REPLACES DD FORM 2071, APR 77, WHICH IS OBSOLETE. 



AUTHORITY: 10 U.S.C. Sections 133 and 8012. 

PRINCIPAL PURPOSE(S): To indicate general health examination of the animal to permit interstate or 
international movement. 

ROUTINE USE(S): Used as health certificate to permit interstate or international movement of animal. 

DISCLOSURE IS VOLUNTARY: Providing personal information is voluntary. However, if information is not 
disclosed by the owner, interstate or international movement may not be allowed. 

DD Form 2209 Reverse, AUG 79 








