SAFETY ALERT MESSAGE
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Generators are power sources that provide the necessary electrical power for light, heat, communications equipment, appliances, and of course your computers.  Generators are a necessity in the field environment and their use has increased due to Force Protection requirements with many running continuously for long periods of time.  Generators present hazards that can be reduced with the proper procedures for setup, utilization, maintenance, and teardown.  The following list of cautions and warnings, when followed, will ensure safe generator operations:

· Remove tarpaulin, bows, and racks before operation. Be sure tailgate is down and remove anything in the trailer that might obstruct the free circulation of air.

· Wheels must be blocked, brakes set, and leg prop down in support position before attempting to roll up the tarpaulin and before starting to assemble or set up the equipment for operation.

· Never operate the generator set until it has been properly grounded.  Electrical defects in the load lines or equipment can cause death by electrocution when contact is made with an ungrounded system.

· Air must circulate freely around the generator sets at all times during operation.  Inadequate ventilation is a major cause of damage to the equipment.

· Never operate the generator set in an enclosed area unless the exhaust gases are piped to the outside.  Inhalation of exhaust fumes will result in serious illness or death.

· Refueling generators during operation is prohibited.  Allow generators to cool prior to refueling.  Alternative options are remote fuel sources or backup generators.

· Before connecting load cables, position output selector switch to the desired output position.

· Do not connect load terminals while the generator set is operating.

· Unnecessary or excessive use of the choke can cause the lubricating oil to dilute.

· If more than 100% of full load current is indicated on the load meter, reduce the load or stop the generator set and report to maintenance personnel.

· Do not bend or kink wiring, as it becomes brittle with extreme cold.

Remember, it is imperative that each of you conducts the necessary risk assessment to reduce or eliminate the risks associated with the use of these potentially dangerous electrical sources.

FORCE PROTECTION THROUGH RISK MANAGEMENT






