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Good housekeeping and cleanliness is a basic factor in maintaining an

adequate fire prevention program throughout all facilities and areas.

Ensure that combustible waste does not gather under stairs, in stairwells,

hallways or areas of access to exits.

Ensure that combustible materials are not being stored in mechanical or

electrical rooms.

Ensure that waste cans are constructed from noncombustible material and are

emptied on a regular basis.

Ensure oily rags are kept in tightly covered metal containers and that dirty

work clothing is stored in ventilated lockers.


Fire Safety in our Community

A service of the

6th ASG DPW 

Fire and Emergency Services

DSN 421-6190 CIV 0711-72286-190

Emergency numbers 

Military Line DSN – 117

Civilian

Kelley – 729-117

Robinson – 680-117

Panzer – 15-117

Patch – 680-117

S.A.A.F. – 680-117

6th ASG Fire and Emergency Services

The 6th ASG Fire and Emergency Services consists of three divisions: Fire Fighting Division, Fire Prevention Division and the Fire Control Center.

Fire Fighting Division

The 6th ASG Fire Fighting Division is located at Stuttgart/Echterdingen US Army Airfield. The Fire Hall is manned 24 hours a day and houses full-time firefighters and the fire control center. The fire fighters respond to all emergencies in the Stuttgart area from this location. The 6th ASG Fire and Emergency Services has a mutual aid agreement with all the Stuttgart area host nation fire departments. These means if there is an emergency in Robinson Barracks for example the Stuttgart Fire Department will respond as well as the US Army Fire Department at the same time. Therefore, all Stuttgart areas are well protected at all times.

Fire Control Center

The Fire Control Center is located in the Fire Hall at the airfield. It is also manned 24 hours a day. It is the receiving and dispatching center for all emergency calls. Emergency telephone calls on the DSN 117 line and automatic monitoring signals from fire alarm panels are received here, then professionally dispatched to the appropriate responding agencies. A single “117” call could cause a number of agencies to respond i.e. Us Army Fire Department, Host Nation Fire Departments, Military Police, German Police, Ambulances, Emergency Doctors and other emergency/disaster agencies. If you need to contact the Control Center on a non-emergency basis please call DSN 421-2085 CIV 0711-729-2085.

Fire Prevention Division

The Fire Prevention Division is available 24 hours a day as well. There is always an Inspector available. This division handles inspections, investigations and public education. Inspectors also respond to emergency calls, they are there to initiate investigations if necessary, act as translator between host nation agencies and US Army personnel as well act as Incident Commanders. 

This division also handles all forms of public education, from teaching school age children the importance of a fire safety to building Fire Warden training. 

In addition, this division also performs plan review for all new building and renovation of existing buildings.

If you any questions regarding fire safety, education programs or fire code requirements feel free to call DSN 421-6190 or CIV 0711-72286-190 anytime.

Portable Fire Extinguishers

A portable fire extinguisher can save lives and property by putting out a small fire or containing it until the fire department arrives. Portable fire extinguishers, however, have limitations. They are not designed to fight large or spreading fires. Most portable fire extinguishers for home use have a short range (6 to 10 feet [2 to 3 meters]) and discharge completely in a very short time (8 to 10 seconds).

They are appropriate for fighting fires such as in an oven, or in a wastebasket – if the fire is caught in its early stages. Household portable fire extinguishers will do little against large or established fires.

Extingushers have their limits

Even against a small, contained fire, such as a wastebasket, portable extinguishers are useful only under certain conditions.

· The operator must know how to use the extinguisher. There is no time to read the instructions during a fire emergency. You should be familiar with the operation of each type of portable fire extinguisher in your home.

· The operator must be strong enough to lift and operate the extinguisher. Modern extinguishers sold for home use are usually light and easy to handle. Older models, and those common in offices and factories, are often larger and heavier.

· The extinguisher must be rated for the type of fire you are fighting. Not all fire extinguishers are alike. They are designed to fight specific “classes” of fire. Which extinguisher you use depends on what is burning. The wrong extinguisher puts you in additional danger from electrical shock or splattering grease, for example.

· The extinguisher must be large enough to put out the fire. Fire extinguishers come in various sizes. Generally, larger models can extinguish larger fires, depending on the operator’s ability and skill at using the extinguisher.

When to fight a small fire.

Personal safety and the safety of others are the most important factors when deciding whether to fight a small fire. Before you begin to fight a fire, be sure of the following.

· Everyone has left, or is leaving, the building.

· The fire department has been called or is being called.

· The fire is confined to a small area and is not spreading.

· Your back is to an unobstructed exit through which you can escape easily. You must always assume that you may not be able to extinguish the fire you are fighting. If the fire does not diminish with your first attack or anything goes wrong, leave the building immediately and do not return!

· There is not much smoke in the room. Firefighters wear protective breathing equipment because of the dangers of smoke inhalation. Without protection, you may quickly find yourself unable to breathe or see. Smoke can also obscure your exit path.

It is reckless to fight a fire in any other circumstances. Instead, leave immediately, close off the area to slow the spread of fire and smoke, and wait for the fire department to arrive.

Understand the three classes of fire.

Depending on their intended use, portable fire extinguishers use various extinguishing agents – the water or chemical(s) that put out the fire.

Independent testing laboratories test and rate fire extinguishers to determine the class and size of fire they can extinguish. 

To minimize confusion, fires are grouped into three basis categories – designated Classes A, B, and C.

These A, B, and C classifications describe a fire’s fuel – i.e. what is burning. When the classifications are used for rating fire extinguishers, they tell you the classes of fire on which the unit should or should not be used.

Class A Ordinary combustibles such as wood, cloth, and paper.

Class B Flammable liquids such as gasoline, oil, and oil-based paints.

Class C Energized electrical equipment -wiring, fuses boxes, and appliances.

Using a portable fire extinguisher

Specific operating mechanisms will vary among models of portable fire extinguishers, and you should be familiar with the design of the unit in possession.

When fighting a fire with a portable fire extinguisher,

 remember the word PASS.

Pull the pin. This unlocks the operating lever and allows you to discharge the extinguisher. Some extinguishers may have other lever-release mechanisms.

Aim low. Point the extinguisher nozzle, hose, or horn at the base of the fire.

Squeeze the lever above the handle. This releases the extinguishing agent. Releasing the lever will stop the discharge.

Sweep from side to side. Moving carefully toward the fire, keep the extinguisher aimed at the base of the fire and sweep back and forth until the flames appear to be out. Watch the fire area. If the fire re-ignites, repeat the process.

Begin fighting the fire from a safe distance. Exposing yourself to extreme heat by positioning yourself too close to the flames is dangerous and may cause the fire to spread due to pressure from the extinguisher.

Avoid direct exposure to smoke as much as possible. If smoke obstructs your vision or threatens to engulf your escape route, do not attempt to fight the fire. Leave the building.

Even if you think you have extinguished the fire, it could flare up again. Have the fire department inspect all fire scenes.

Installation and maintenance

Fire extinguishers should be mounted on a wall in plain sight – high, but in easy reach of adults – near exits, so that fire cannot block your escape. Portable fire extinguishers should be mounted away from heat sources and drapes and never directly above a kitchen stove, counter-top appliance, or anything else that is likely to catch fire.

The most important place to have an extinguisher is in the kitchen.

Most extinguishers for home use come with easy-to-use mounting hardware. How the extinguisher is attached to the mounting bracket will vary from model to model. Be familiar with the release mechanism for the extinguisher you possess so you can detach your extinguisher quickly in an emergency.

Rechargeable fire extinguishers must be tested and serviced at the Stuttgart Army Airfield Fire Department service center on a yearly basis. The service center is open in the afternoons during normal workdays. Please call ahead @ 421-4237 to ensure prompt service.

The extinguisher agent in a portable fire extinguisher is stored under pressure. Most, but not all extinguishers have a dial-gauge or some other pressure-testing mechanism (such as a test button).

Check all fire extinguishers and smoke detectors at least once a month. Inspect your extinguishers for dents, damage, corrosion, cracks and pressure loss. If your extinguisher has a hose or horn attached to its nozzle, be sure the rubber or plastic parts are intact.

Fire Wardens

Locate the Fire Warden at your place of residence and at your work place.

If you any questions regarding fire safety, contact your building fire warden. 

Ensure that you know the emergency procedures for your particular building. Your fire warden has been trained and is aware of the fire emergency procedures for your building.

TO STAY OR TO GO

YOUR FIRE SAFETY IS YOUR RESPONISIBILITY!

YOUR SAFETY DEPENDS ON THE RIGHT DECISION!

Every fire is potentially dangerous and unpredictable, so do not underestimate the risk to your life.

Fire and smoke move very quickly, and the conditions in any part of the building may change in an instant.

Smoke can spread throughout a building and enter your suite even when the fire is a floor away.

During an emergency, you will not have much time to decide what to do.

MAKE SURE YOU KNOW WHAT TO DO AHEAD OF TIME.

TO GO OR TO STAY…,THE DECISION IS YOURS!

Your decision will depend on the circumstances at the time of the emergency. Each option involves a major commitment on your part.

Most of the time, the best thing to do in a fire is leave the building as soon as possible.

If you let this opportunity pass, you must be prepared to protect yourself from smoke and other effects of fire until you are rescued or told by the fire department it is safe to leave.

The longer you wait to evacuate, the more risk there is that heavy smoke and heat will spread into stairwells and corridors making your chances of survival greatly reduced.

By now, you may be asking yourself when should I go or when should I stay.

GO - As soon as possible when you hear the fire alarm or discover a fire. 
GO - When the fire is in your suite or room.

GO - When the fire is on your floor or the floor below.

STAY - If you encounter smoke in the corridor on your floor.

STAY - If you encounter smoke in the exit stairs.

STAY - If you are instructed to remain in your suite or room by fire department personnel handling the fire.

STAY - If you are physically unable to use the stairs.

If you decide to go NEVER travel up the stairs.

When heat and smoke are in the stairwell naturally it travel upward, the stairwell in effect becomes a chimney.

If you go upwards you could be heading into a certain death.
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Ensure all power transformers are placed on a noncombustible base.

Ensure all heating type appliances (toasters, coffee machines, heaters…)

are plugged directly in to the wall receptacle and not into an extension

cord and are turned off nightly or when not in use.

Guarantee all extension cords are being used on temporary basis only and

are only being used on low current using devices.

Inspect all extension cords are free off damaged and are not running

under carpets or furniture.

Ensure all electrical appliances being used in hazardous areas are of the

explosion proof type.
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Good housekeeping and cleanliness is a basic factor in maintaining an adequate fire prevention program throughout all facilities and areas.
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